
Thirteen guys on a challenge to ride the 3 

highest roads in the WORLD in Ladakh, 

Himalayas, India.  Sunday 13/8/2017 we 

flew out from the UK to New Delhi, India. 

You may have noticed that Nigel,  had his 

normally conservative hairstyle restyled 

into a ‘mohican’ and coloured as the Indian 

national flag to raise MORE money for 

AWARE !  

Fly from Delhi to Leh, Ladakh in the Himalayas. The flight itself was AMAZING 
with our plane flying between the peaks of the Himalayas and weaving a path 
to the airport, not for the faint hearted ! Leh is 3,500 meters high so we needed 
to acclimatise. We arrived at the Hotel early morning and in the afternoon we 
were introduced to our motorbikes, Royal Enfields, 500cc Bullets or Classics. 
Then it was out for a short local ride to get used to the bikes.

TUESDAY 15TH

Early 7am start.  210kms ride along the Manali 
Highway to Upshi and Chumathang following 
the Indus river. The Indus was in flood and both 
terrifying and magnificent. Parts of the river 
were spilling onto the road and washing large 
sections away. The first part was reasonable 
tarmac and we were going good until 
Chumathang where we turned off road and 
onto rough boulder tracks where the river had 
washed the road away. There were many deep 
water crossing in the road and one or two bikes 
got stuck, we all got wet ! Then came the dusty 
track where we could hardly see anything in 
front of us. We all ended up covered in dust. 

The last part of this day was particularly hard, 
30ks of bumpy track and soft sand, with a few 
minor accidents along the way, to our hotel 
atKorzok Village on the edge of a vast lake. 

WEDNESDAY 16TH
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Another early start - we headed back along 

the bumpy track and soft sand 30 kms to the 

Sumdo junction, taking the rough track to 

Tsokar. This was a very rough road, great 

fun, but difficult. One of the team hit a 

boulder and was thrown off his bike, 

unfortunately injuring himself. with no phone 

coverage, he had to be driven to hospital in 

Leh, a 6 hour journey on an unmade road and 

with broken ribs ! The rest of us continued 

another 70kms to an overnight fixed camp 

with fairly luxurious tents.  

THURSDAY 17TH

A 150km day so an early start. The first part of the road was fairy rough again but then 
we joined the Manali-Leh road, a welcome stretch of tarmac. We passed lots of
Tibetan nomads camps and then quickly began the ascent to the worlds second 
highest pass - The Tanglang La at 5300m. A quick stop on the top for photos (we 
could all tell the difference in altitude, from breathing problems to tingling fingers). 

And a look at possibly the highest - and worst Hotel in the world ! 

Going down was a fast descent, eventually ending up back at the Hotel in Leh for the 
night.    

FRIDAY 18TH



Our injured rider rejoined us from hospital this morning - riding with several broken 

ribs and lots of painkillers - Tough lad. 

From Leh we began the ascent of the worlds highest motorable road, the 

formidable Khardung Pass at over 5,600 m or 18,300 feet - higher than Everest 

base camp (5364m/17958ft) Just to make sure we climbed another 200 feet higher 

from the road. Today was the official day one of our crew, Nigel Ralphson retired 

from the police service, after 30 years. so we had a bit of a party on the worlds 

highest road, some cake and a few tots of local Monks rum to celebrate! 

SATURDAY 19TH

An early start riding back along the Nubra Valley, and onto a rough gravel and boulder 
track. 180 kms.  Later we arrived at our tented camp on the blue Pangong Lake, near 
to the Tibetan Chinese controlled border.  

SUNDAY 20TH

The descent was fairly quick, rough roads at first, unfortunately with another 
motorbike accident. The rider was ok but spent the rest of the day in the van (he was 
later found to be suffering extreme altitude problems with a blood oxygen reading of 
30- a night in hospital soon sorted him) We were then onto tarmac into the vast Nubra 
Valley, bordered by Pakistan and China to our tents for the night in the village of 
Hyunder.



200kms today so another early start. We began a steady climb straight away. 

After a while the road turned into a very rough boulder strewn track, with lorries 

and taxis hassling for position. The road climbed and climbed onto the second 

highest road in the world - The Chang La pass. The Indian army were present all 

along our tour, but even more here (possibly due to recent altercations on the 

Chinese border). I really struggled up this track to the top, for some reason I was 

affected by the altitude, more so than at any point on the tour. I eventually made it 

and was glad to descend. 

That night was spent in a local homestay near Leh.  

MONDAY 21ST

An early morning flight back to Delhi for a few days rest and recuperation, with some 
lads flying back straight away and the rest following on Monday. 

TUESDAY 22ND & WEDNESDAY 23RD
With all the peaks and challenges done, this was a leisurely ride out on tarmac roads, 
with some of our injured stopping back at the hotel. There was a visit to the 
monastery at Lamayuru before an easy ride back to the hotel and a  day of rest on the 
Weds 23rd.   

THURSDAY 24TH



Overall a fantastic trip and great achievement for us all. I have to say this was the

hardest, most challenging thing, mentally and physically, that I have ever done in 

my life ! At times it was terrifying and painful but the scenery, the local people and 

the goals we achieved more than made up for it. We had a great team of lads who 

all pulled together, numerous crashes and injuries (which we all got over) and 3 

hospital visits. Our support team from Motorcycle Expeditions were amazing as 

was the support we received from AWARE. It was made more worthwhile by 

knowing that any money we could raise went to a worthwhile cause, AWARE, and 

gave a little back to the country we were visiting, India. 

'WOULD I DO IT AGAIN?   YEAH BRING IT ON!!!'

Thank you to each and every one of you who donated, we raised an amazing  

£5000!


